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On July 25 at a symposium in Santiago, Air Force Brig.Gen. Maximo Venegas discussed Chilean
plans to place a satellite in geo-stationary orbit. Venegas heads the air force space affairs committee.
Participants in the symposium titled, "Proyeccion de Chile al espacio exterior: un desafio para el
siglo XXI" included government officials from several Latin American countries. The first phase
of the Chilean satellite program, aimed at serving radio amateurs, was described as the first step
toward the installation of one or more satellites in geo-stationary orbit. The second phase, according
to Venegas, would "encompass multiple applications and services currently purchased or leased"
by Chile. Venegas said the project is urgent because geo-stationary orbit locations are finite, and
several nations are planning similar satellite launch programs. He added that the major objective
of Santiago's effort is to transform Chile from a mere user into "satellite capability self-sufficiency."
The general said he did not support concentration of such activities in the private sector. According
to Venegas, the policy "must be governmental..., based on principles guiding international space
activity." Brig.Gen. Jose Marconi, Venega's Brazilian counterpart, said Brasilia plans to launch four
satellites between 1992 and 1996. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 07/25/92)
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